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Figure 5.1: Caloosahatchee Basin Priority TMDL Watersheds for 2004

establish an implicit MOS based on predictive model runs that incorporate
a variety of conservative assumptions (they examine worst-case ambient

flow conditions and worst-case temperature, and assume that all permitted
point sources discharge at their maximum permitted amount).

It is important to note that TMDLs will be developed only for the
actual pollutants causing the impairment in the listed waterbody. These are
called the “pollutants of concern.” In Florida, the most commonly listed
pollutants of concern are nutrients, sediments, and coliforms. TMDLs
will not be developed for impairments not due to pollutant discharges—for

example, natural conditions, physical alterations such as dams and chan-

nelization, or changes in the flow of the water. In other cases, a waterbody

may be deemed potentially impaired based on bioassessment data or toxic-

ity data. In these cases, the Department must determine the actual pollut-
ant causing the impairment before a TMDL can be developed.



